Ulster Schools’ Badminton Report 2010-11
Another season completed, and as usual it was very busy.  This year we had 23 Secondary schools and 4 Primary schools involved in our various competitions. New schools included Foyle and Londonderry, B.R.A. and Parkhall. They were all keenly contested and in the spirit of the great game we play.

 I would like to thank Gail McNabb for all the work she so willingly undertakes as Secretary. She is very organised and the competitions were sent out in record time, at the beginning of October. The season went quite smoothly and I would like to place on record the appreciation of all staff involved in badminton.
After many years of dedicated work our Treasurer Stephen Waddell retired last year. I would like to thank him for his hard work in keeping our finances on the right track. He is a real enthusiast  about Badminton and many boys from Bangor Grammar will agree with me! He has now taken over a very important role within the running of the Ulster League. We wish him well! His successor is Eric Hudson who teaches in Bloomfield. 

The finals this year were held at the NBC Lisburn on Friday 11th March. This is a great day for badminton in schools and the excitement is fantastic in the hall. From the youngest primary school pupil to the oldest 18 year –old, all play with a passion and desire to do their best for their team mates and themselves. Once again Friends School Lisburn were the most successful school in both boys and girls and must be congratulated. Other schools including Coleraine High, Wallace High, Bloomfield Collegiate and Sullivan Upper performed well in the girls competitions. While in the boys there were good performances from Bangor Grammar, R.B.A.I., and Banbridge High.
The All-Ireland Finals were once again held at Gormanstown on Wednesday 6TH April. Ulster teams represented their province very well and we won four Division 1 titles. Friends were again in prominence winning girls and boys competitions.
Financially we are now in a stable position. A few years ago the Branch helped us out with the provision of the trophies for the finals day. This was a great jesture and most appreciated by our committee.
I will end by thanking all those members of staff who have given of their time to run badminton clubs, organise and take their players to matches. Without your massive commitment, badminton in Ulster would not be as strong as it is! Well done and I look forward to seeing you all next year. 

Raymond McNeill (Chairman)

