[image: image1.jpg]



The Pan-Disability Lisburn Badminton Club was established in October 2007, under the Ulster Badminton Large Clubs Programme.  Since then the Club has experienced continued growth and development, and currently has 24 members with a mix of playing ability, age and disability.
The club welcomes those new to the sport as well as experienced players, providing the necessary opportunities to learn new skills and improve on existing ones in a relaxed and supportive environment. Qualified and experienced coaches are present at both club nights together with volunteer helpers. 

We cater from players from 8 years old, with no upper age limits, and all players with physical, sensory or learning disabilities – regardless of playing experience or ability.  The Club currently has two sections:
Tuesday - 8pm - 10pm for players with a physical disability
Saturday - 6.30pm – 8.30pm for all members
All our sessions take place at the National Badminton Centre in Lisburn, which is fully wheelchair accessible and hosts some of the major events in the Irish Badminton calendar.

Our membership for the year is currently set at £80.00, the first three sessions being offered free.
Our “open to all” approach is a reflected in the wide mix of differing playing abilities in the club membership.  This in turn provides great variety and interaction and the potential for future development.

The goal of the club is to positively support both the social and competitive players of all ages and looks to provide the best possible support for all.

For those players keen to play socially, every support is offered to provide the right environment for this to happen.  The established group of friendly coaches and volunteers, together with some of the more established players and parents have undertaken training in order to ensure that a very positive, supportive environment is provided at all times.  Some of our younger players especially enjoy being trained by those coaches who themselves have enjoyed success at national and international competitions.

Attention is also given to those athletes who wish to progress to playing at a higher level.  Indeed players from the club have participated successfully at both national and international level achieving a higher number of medals.  The club supports these athletes with additional training and financial support where possible and has produced some of the best disabled badminton players in the UK.   Where possible we encourage players to play in mainstream badminton competitions/leagues, if we think it will benefit their development or help them get more out of the sport.
The club has strong links with the 4 Nations Parabadminton Tournaments and is affiliated to Badminton Ireland, Special Olympics Ireland, Sport Lisburn and Disability Sport NI.  In 2010 the Club joined the Lisburn 2gether Special Olympics Club (which already offered opportunities for soccer, bocce and swimming), to give our learning disability players the opportunity to participate in Special Olympics.  One of our coaches has also travelled with Ulster and Irish Special Olympics Squads as their Head Coach to the 2010 National Games and 2011 World Games.
We wish to continue to provide the facility for players to reach their full potential, from the development of skills to improving their all round play and to provide high level coaching for all. 
The ongoing development and training of our coaches is key to the future development of the club and our goal is to continue to train new coaches through the Badminton Ireland Introductory and Instructors courses, with our more experienced coaches going on to complete their Level 1 and 2 awards. We also have a number of coaches who have undertaken the 4 Nations Coaching Disabled Badminton Players Workshop, as well as, First Aid, Child Protection, and a range of other coaching qualifications. Those joining the club, as players, and who are keen to progress in this way can also benefit from this training.
The club is keen to provide assistance with equipment where appropriate, including making rackets and shuttles available at all training sessions. Further support may be possible with sport wheelchairs being made available if needed. 
In the past the club has been successful in attracting funding from a range of sources, including ‘Awards for All’ and ‘Sport Lisburn’, and will continue to seek all relevant funding, where appropriate.

We are actively involved in promoting disability sport by attending awareness and demonstration events wherever possible.  Over the past few years our coaches have attended events run by Disability Sport NI, local Councils and Health & Social Care Trusts.
Parents and other family members are encouraged to stay and watch, and from this has grown a social network which provides further support to players and family members alike.
Badminton is great fun socially and also challenging for the individual and the PDLBC wants everyone to come and join in the fun.
For further information on joining the club contact:
Jim Burrell – 07778 670 597
Terry Conroy – 07789 682 446 
Eugene McVeigh – 07814 128 800
Willy McMillan – 07833 616 899
pandisabilitylisburn@irishbadminton.com
