School Games, London
6 – 9th May 2012

Badminton Selection Policy

Selection Policy Aim

1. To select individuals who are capable of completing with distinction at the 2012 School Games and who will have the potential to compete and win medals for Badminton at future Commonwealth and Olympics Games.

Athlete Eligibility

2. Only players who are eligible to play for Ulster will be considered for selection.

3. Be a paid up and affiliated member of, and in good standing with Badminton Ireland.

4. Players who were born on or after 1st January 1995.

Games Competition Format

5. The 2012 School Games will include individual events for both men and women in the following disciplines:

· Singles

· Doubles

· Mixed

6. Selection will consist of a minimum of 2 boys and 2 girls and a maximum of 6 boys and 6 girls

Primary Selection Criteria

7. The Ulster Badminton selection panel will select the School Games athletes based on perceived long term potential. The following criteria will be considered in selection of the event:

· Talent profile capable of competing at the School Games and winning medals in future Commonwealth and Olympics Games.
· The ability to cope in pressure situations during major tournaments

Secondary Selection Criteria

8. Consideration could also include tournament results.
Other Selection Factors for Consideration

9. It is viewed that to meet the selection policy aim in point 1, players selected must be on Ulster Badminton’s Performance and Commitment Pathway as laid out by the document “Ulster Training and Competition Pathway”

10. Players may also be asked to undertake health and fitness checks prior to selection or any period thereafter and prior to the Games.

Injury, Illness and other exceptional circumstances

11. Any athlete who fails to meet selection criteria for reasons or injury, illness or any other exceptional circumstances that still wishes to seek selection must be backed up by medical evidence or any such additional evidence as may be reasonably requested by Ulster Badminton selection panel.

12. Any unavailability for competition on training for any of the reasons above must be advised and agreed with School Games Lead Coach in advance

Selection Timescales and Process

13. Ulster Badminton selection panel will review all eligible players against the agreed selection criteria and factors on the 2nd February.

Appeals 
14. Appeals in respect of selection should be made in writing to Ulster Badminton, marked for the attention of the Chairman. Appeals must be submitted within 7 working days of the announcement of the School Games team. 

15. The sole ground for an appeal is that the selection policy was not properly followed. 

16. The Appeals panel will comprise 3 people, one of whom is required to have elite sport experience. No member of the Appeals panel shall have been involved in the selection process. 

17. The Appeals panel may decide as follows: 

· That selection concerned was based on a factual error and the case referred back to the Selection panel for consideration 

· That the Selectors decision is upheld 

18. The Chairman will in writing inform all parties about the Appeals panel’s decision.

Team Management/Staffing 
19. Andy Stewart, Tom Causer and Naomi Darragh
