The Pan-Disability Lisburn Badminton Club got off to a flying start in the 4 Nations Parabadminton Series, winning 5 gold medals and 3 silvers medals in Wales.  The event took place from the 9th-11th September and 8 players travelled from Lisburn to Cardiff to take part.
Claire O’Neill set the ball rolling with strong performance across all her events, winning a gold medal in the Class 2 LD Ladies Singles.  Later she joined up with Diane Gillan from Scotland to finish runner-up in another very tight match in the Class 1 LD Ladies Doubles final, and to round-up her weekend she played with her club-mate Adam Smyth in the Class 2 LD Mixed Doubles, where the pair had a convincing win to claim another gold medal.  Meanwhile, in his Class 3 LD Men’s Singles final, Adam played well to pick up a silver medal again some very tough opposition.  Unfortunately Adam and Claire winning the Mixed meant that another Lisburn player, Darren Day and his English partner had to make do with the silver medal.  John McAlvenney also took part in the LD competition, where he finished 3rd in his Class 1 LD Men’s Doubles group with his partner Mark Goulder from England.

In the Men’s Class 3 Wheelchair event Chris Stewart and Michael Smith were both up against tough competition and were unable to get past the group stage, although Chris narrowly missed out on a Semi-Final place.
Finally, Niall McVeigh and Luke Irvine were representing the Club in the Dwarf Men’s Singles and Doubles events.  This was Niall’s last 4 Nations event before he travels to the World Championships in Guatemala in November, and he showed his intent to keep his World title, completely dominating his Singles Final against Andrew Martin from England, and beating him in two sets.  Sport NI sponsored Niall then teamed up with Krysten Coombs from England to take the gold medal in the Men’s Doubles event and rounding off a terrific weekend for the Club.

Anyone interested in taking up badminton can email pandisabilitylisburn@irishbadminton.com or contact Terry Conroy on 07789 682446.

The next event in the 4 Nations Parabadminton Series will be held in Lisburn in November, where again the Club will be hoping to be strongly represented – and hopefully some more competition from other Irish players!  For more information on entering, or just coming along to watch, this event please visit www.badmintonireland.com
